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Stronger Connections Grant Awards

School Name Award Amount

BRENTWOOD UFSD $3,600,000.00

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JANUARY 17, 2024

State Education Department Announces $69.3M in

Stronger Connections Grants

44 New York Schools and Districts to Receive Funding

Grants to support the expansion of safe, healthy, and supportive learning opportunities and environments

The New York State Education Department is proud to announce that 44 schools across New York will

receive a combined total of $69.3 million in funding through the federal Stronger Connections Grant

Program. The competitive grant program , authorized under the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act of

2022, is intended to support high-need Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) in establishing safe, healthy, and

supportive learning opportunities and environments, and to prevent and respond to acts of bullying,

violence, and hate that impact our school communities at individual and systemic levels.

Chancellor Lester W. Young, Jr. said, “When students feel secure, valued, and respected, they are more

likely to actively engage in the learning process. These grants will aid in our commitment to provide high-

quality education to all students, regardless of race, disability status, or economic background, by creating

safe and supportive learning environments, especially in our schools with the most need.”

Commissioner Betty A. Rosa said, “Our students’ futures depend on a strong educational foundation, but

that foundation is only as strong as the mental, physical, and emotional supports we can offer our

students. This much-needed funding will be allocated to schools with high poverty rates and schools in

rural areas that may lack critical resources due to their isolated locations. These grants will help ensure

every student in New York State feels safe and supported in the classroom.”

The following schools and districts have been selected for Stronger Connections Grants:
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School Name Award Amount

BUFFALO CITY SD $3,600,000.00

CAMPBELL-SAVONA CSD $700,000.00

CASSADAGA VALLEY CSD $974,000.00

CATO-MERIDIAN CSD $725,673.00

CATSKILL CSD $1,050,000.00

CHARTER SCHOOL OF INQUIRY $500,000.00

CHEEKTOWAGA-MARYVALE UFSD $1,414,158.00

CHILDREN'S AID COLLEGE PREP CS $1,070,500.00

CLYDE-SAVANNAH CSD $976,000.00

CORINTH CSD $1,102,000.00

CREO COLLEGE PREP CHARTER SCHOOL $493,246.00

DANSVILLE CSD $1,331,984.00

DEPEW UFSD $1,799,109.00

DEPOSIT CSD $582,000.00



School Name Award Amount

DREAM CHARTER SCHOOL EAST HARLEM $1,668,000.00

DREAM CHARTER SCHOOL MOTT HAVEN $620,000.00

DRYDEN CSD $206,315.00

EAST IRONDEQUOIT CSD $3,433,611.00

EAST SYRACUSE MINOA CSD $3,439,992.00

ELMIRA CITY SD $2,993,518.00

GREECE CSD $3,600,000.00

HAVERSTRAW-STONY POINT CSD  $2,025,370.00

HEALTH SCIENCES CHARTER SCHOOL $679,137.00

HERMON-DEKALB CSD $554,000.00

HUDSON CITY SD $1,908,000.00

HUNTINGTON UFSD $202,515.00

HYDE PARK CSD $3,511,789.00

IMAGINE ME LEADERSHIP CHARTER SCHOOL $314,000.00



School Name Award Amount

LIVINGSTON MANOR CSD $354,000.00

LYONS CSD $1,110,000.00

NEW DAWN CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL $434,000.00

NIAGARA CHARTER SCHOOL $628,000.00

NORTH ROSE-WOLCOTT CSD $1,282,000.00

SPENCER-VAN ETTEN CSD $843,411.00

SYRACUSE CITY SD $3,600,000.00

TAPESTRY CHARTER SCHOOL $1,564,000.00

TONAWANDA CITY SD $1,616,000.00

TROY CITY SD $3,600,000.00

VALLEY STREAM 30 UFSD $1,420,000.00

WALTON CSD $824,000.00

WEST HEMPSTEAD UFSD $1,660,000.00

WHITNEY POINT CSD $1,704,000.00



School Name Award Amount

YONKERS CITY SD $3,600,000.00

$69,314,328.00

Working with a wide variety of stakeholders, the New York State Education Department developed a “high-

need LEA” definition to determine eligibility for SCG program application and funding, as required by the

US Department of Education. The LEAs were selected through a competitive review process, which used

the following criteria:

A minimum of 40% of students in the LEA are eligible for free meals based on direct certification

through: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Program (SNAP), and Medicaid by means of the Community Eligibility Program (CEP), or through

district submission of such data for students eligible for Free and Reduced Lunch; and

A minimum of 10% of the student population is chronically absent.

The process prioritized applicants that will implement comprehensive, evidence-based strategies that

meet students’ social, emotional, physical, and mental well-being, and will increase access to interventions

and services.

Funds will be distributed pending approval from the Office of the State Comptroller’s Office.

Further information regarding the Stronger Connections Grant Program is available here .
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Get the Latest Updates!

Subscribe to receive news and updates from the New York State Education Department.

New York State Education

Building

89 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12234
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